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e 
Anatomical and Physiological Observations made 
upon Decapitated Subjects. 
BY M. CH. ROBIN. 


From Robin’s Journal of Anatomy and Physiology. 
{ Continued from Last Number.] 


Ill.—State of the Arteries and Veins of the Trunk, 


In the three decapitated subjects who were carefully 
studied with a view to determine the state of the vessels, 
we found the vertebral artery and vein in the trunk incom- 
pletely retracted upon themselves, containing air only, and 
showing the orifice occasioned by their transverse section, 
with margins a little depressed but open. 

The two primitive carotids, incompletely retracted upon 
themselves, contained air, and air mingled with frothy blood 
was found throughout the whole extent of the sub clavian 
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of each side, as well as in the origins of some of the arte- 
ries which originate therefrom. 

The arch and a portion of the thoracic aorta, whilst very 
distinctly retracted upon themselves, contained frothy blood 
in which the volume of air exceeded, considerably, that of 
the blood with which it was mingled. 

I have met with no author who has indicated the presence 
of air in the arteries of the head, which was referred to in 
the last paragraph. But it is interesting to compare with 
the facts which we have just mentioned, the following, 
which have been observed, at Brest, by Professor Marcellin 
Duval and by his assistants. 

In two criminals subjected to experiment five or six min- 
utes after decapitation, the extremities of the primitive 
carotids rose by regular pulsations, extended themselves, 
and protruded beyond the level of the plane of section of 
the neck, to retract again upon themselves. 

At each impulse a small quantity of frothy scarlet blood 
escaped from the distended opening of the carotids. Blood 
was poured out, likewise, by the internal jugular veins. It 
was equally frothy but of a deeper color (M. Duval, Expe 
riénces sur des supplicées. Congrés Médical International de 
Paris, 1868, 8vo, p. 624). 

It is very certain from the preceding facts, that air pene- 
trates into the carotid arteries, in consequence of the ten- 
dency to the formation of a vacuum induced by the grad- 
ual retraction of the lung, although it could only enter 
therein during the short duration of each period of the 
cardiac diastole. 

In the case of the first criminal whose vessels we dis- 
sected with the view to determine the nature of their con- 
tents, the left primitive carotid had been torn rather than 
cut. Its divided extremity was a little conical, ragged on 
the side of the trunk. There was aclot between the lips of 
the arterial section, and in the whole extent of the arm, the 
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vessel and its branches, slightly retracted upon themselves, 
were filled with blood, by the side of the corresponding 
veins Which were nearly empty. On the contrary, in the 
other limbs, and in the trunk, the arteries completely con- 
tracted upon themselves were bloodless. 

In the walls of the trunk and in the limbs, the tissues are 
generally bloodless; but there remains, however, a little 
blood in the satellite veins of the arteries which themselves 
contain none. There is always more or less of it from one 
vein to another. Thus the testicular, diaphragmatic, mai- 
mary, internal and pericardiac veins contain, ordinarily, 
more than the satellite veins of the arteries of the limbs 
aud of the abdominal parietes. 

As to the internal jugular veins, the axillary, sub-clavian, 
brachio-cephalic and superior cava, they are found com- 
pletely full of air. Here the air has naturally replaced the 
blood which flowed out from the internal jugular, by rea- 
son of the state of dilatation in which they are maintained 
by their adhesions to the aponeuroses and other organs to 
which they are attached, as has been clearly indicated by P. 
Bérard (Archives Général de Médicine, Paris, 1830, t. XXII, 
p. 170.) 

The auricular appendages, the right auricle and the ven- 
tricle were full of air, in two subjects, and the pulmonary 
artery contained black blood with some large bubbles of 
air. In the third, the auricle, the auricular appendage, 
and the ventricle of the right side contained very frothy 
blood, in which the air represented a mass much more con- 
siderable than the liquid. 


We shall recur, in the following paragraph, to this point, 
which is only referred to here in order to mention that in 
two instances out of three, there were bubbles of air sepa- 
rating the little columns of blood in the cardiac veins, up 
to the point where their calibre diminished to a millimetre 
or less, 
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In all the subjects, there was gas in the trunk of the 
vena-cava, and in one of them there were seen big bubbles 
mingled with blood up to the level of the venal veins, and 
in the trunk of the hepatic veins. 

The vena porta contained blood in all the subjects ob- 
served, as well as in the principal trunk, but always sensi- 
bly less than in the bodies of individuals dead from disease. 
This last fact is easily understood, by reason of this, that 
the blood of the mesenteric arteries, in place of being 
driven into the capillaries, thence into the corresponding 
veins by the arterial retraction consecutive to death escapes, 
in these decapitated subjects, from the direction of the 
aorta, and in the cavity of this conduit which empties itself 
through the several carotids and vertebrals. 

The indication of the presence of air in the veins of the 
neck and of the heart of decapitated subjects, obliges us to 
notice carefully the absence of gas in the portal vein. In 
some animals, indeed, such as the plagiostome fishes, there 
occurs, in the blood of the vena-cava and hepatic veins, a 
spontaneous disengagement of gas in sufficient quantity to 
distend the vessels. This separation commences imme- 
diately after the death, by asphyxia, of the animal removed 
from the water (Voyez Ch. Robin, art. Hygrologie, Diction- 
naire d@’ Histoire Naturelle d’Orbiquy, Paris, 1868, 2d edit., 
8vo, t. VII, p. 489, et Suiv., et des Tissues et des Secretions, 
Paris, 1869, 8vo., p. 100. 

The blood of the splenic vem contained leucocytes in 
quantity nearly double of that which was seen in drops of 
the same volume of blood from the splenic artery and from 
the pelvic veins. 

It was easy for us to determine that water and acetic acid 
acted upon these leucocytes of the splenic veins, as upon 
those of blood, of pus, of mucus, ete. The action of these 
liquids was, on the contrary, quite different; that is, it was 
almost null upon the spherical nucleated epithelia obtained 
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by compressing a little of the parenchyma of the spleen, so 
as to press and force out, in some measure the splenic pulp 
mingled with the blood in the large vessels of the organ. 
The hepatic veins contained more blood, especially when 
compared with the hepatic branches of the portal vein. 


IV—State of the Heart and Pulmonary Vessels. 


In two decapitated subjects observed in my laboratory, 
the right auricular appendage and auricle were entirely filled 
with air. They were depressed since they had been cut, 
and the r internal surfaces slightly moistened with blood. 
In these subjects there were bubbles of air separating little 
columns of blood, in the cardiac veins, as has been pre- 
viously observed. 

The right ventricle, laid open, collapsed, contained only 
alittle frothy blood, formed of nearly equal volumes of air 
ond liquid. 

The pulmonary artery and its branches, perceptibly re- 
tracted upon themselves, contained black blood, without air 
bubbles, in one of these subjects. 

In the two otner subjects, the pulmonary artery was 
found in the same condition; but the blood, although dark 
colored, was mingled with a number of air bubbles, whose 
presence it was easy to recognize, particularly in the arte- 
rial trunk, 

In one of the three subjects, the auricular appendage 
as well as the auricle and ventricle of the right side, very 
sensibly collapsed, contained only frothy blood, formed of 
almost equal volumes of gas and blood. This subject was 
one of those in whom bubbles of air were mingled with 
blood in the trunk of the pulmonary artery; the cardiac 
veins enclosed none of it. 

After what has been said above of the conditions which 
favor the penetration of air into the superior cava, it must 


be understood that the respiratory movements cease after 
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the section of the neck; the repletion of the right auricular 
appendage with air is inevitably favored by the gradual 
retraction of the lung, a retraction completed simulta- 
neously by the entrance of the air into the veins and into 
the right heart above, by the ascent of the diaphragm and 
of the sub-diaphragmatic organs below. In every case, the 
left auricular appendage was entirely empty, although there 
was a little non-coagulated blood in the pulmonary veins. 


The left ventricle formed a firm mass larger than that of 
the right, whose walls remained soft and compressible. In 
all, the left ventricle, strongly retracted upon itself, was 
empty, with the exception of a small quantity of blood, 
which was found, as it were, closed up in the cul-de-sac 
formed by the inter-ventricular space and the correspond- 
ing segment of the mitral valve. In one of them this blood, 
already coagulated, formed a small mass, having about the 
superficial area of a silver five-franc piece. Its thickness 
was a little less than that of these pieces, especially towards 
the bottom of the cul-de-sac; it gradually became thinner 
as it neared the free edge of the valve, at which level it 
terminated. 

The presence of this small quantity of blood in the left 
ventricle of the three decapitated subjects, proves clearly 
that the ventricles do empty themselves in a manner abso. 
lutely complete after each systole. * 

In the youngest of the subjects observed there was, more- 
over, on the left, between the three large columne care of 
the mitral valve an irregular clot of the size of an almond. 
It was soft, black, without trace of fibrine which had been 
deprived of red globules. It appeared to have been the 
product of the last outpouring from the left auricular ap- 


* No author whom I have consulted has spoken of the contents of the cav- 
ities of the heart in decapitated subjects, nor yet of the influence of their 
repletion upon the contraction of the parieties of this organ, a fact which 
will be considered in the next paragraph. 
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pendage into the already ircmovable ventricle, the append- 
age having itself received blood which had just traversed 
the lungs, after the cessation of all inspiratory movement. 
Iliflesheim, by showing that in the circulation the sanguin- 
eous circle is not interrupted at any point* has placed, in clear 
relief the importance of the question whether in each ven- 
tricular systole the cavities of the ventricles empty them- 
selves completely, a question already resolved negatively 
by Senac, Bartholin, I. Miiller, etc., whom many phosiolo- 
gists regard but little, and of whom Bérard has given a 
historical sketch (Cours de Physiologie, Paris, 1851, t. ILL 
p. 648). 

This importance has become greater still by the experi- 
mental demonstration of this fact, that the capacity of each 
ventricle exceeds, by a fifth or a fourth that of the corre- 
sponding auricular appendage (Hifflesheim et Ch. Robin, 
année 1864, de ce Recuil, p. 416). M. Chauveau has shown 
us also that at the end of each ventricular systole, there is 
under the valvular arch of the left and right heart of the 
horse a conical cavity which still contains a determinate 
quantity of blood. (Gazette Médicale, 1856, et Béraud, 
Elements de Physiologie, Paris, 1857, 2d edit., t. II, p. 287. 


V.—Experiments upon the Contractions of the Heart. 

The heart of the first of the decapitated subjects, referred 
to in this sketch, was observed nearly seven hours aftér 
death. That of the second only ten hours after his execu- 
tion. No experiment was attempted upon either of them. 
The most careful observation failed to detect any sponta- 
neous movement of these organs, not more than from the 
contact of the fingers or the point of the scalpel. 

Before reporting the observations which I made upon the 


*Hifflesheim, Journal de Chimie et de Physique de Laurent Gerhardt et 
Nickles, in 8vo, 1849, Comptes rendus et mene de la Societe de Physiologie, Paris, 
1854, in 8vo, p. 273, Journal de l’ Anatomie et de la Physiologie, Paris, 1864, in 
8yo, t, 1, p. 487. 
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movements of the heart of the third subject, I will state 
that M. Marcellin Duval has established the facts,as follows: 
“The chest was rapidly opened about seven minutes after 
the death of one of the criminals. Previous to the incision 
of the pericardium, the pulsations of the heart could be 
distinguished through the two layers of this membrane. 
At the moment of incision about forty grammes of limpid 
and slightly yellowish serum escaped. 

“The heart exposed without any change in its relations 
presented the following phenomena: 

‘“« After a brie but perceptible period of immobility, the 
auricle was elevated abruptly, and separated from the aorta, 
which is exposed, then rapidly recedes and resumes its orig- 
inal position. The auricular appendage was exposed (as 
though distended with fluid). During its erection the auri- 
cle was elongated, and the fringes and indentations of its 
margin expanded, like the fingers of the hand, to be again 
approximated when the organ collapsed. 

“The double movement, perfectly rythmical, was repro- 
duced forty-eight times during the first minute; but it was 
soon retarded, and in the course of the fifth minute it 
occurred but seven times. In the case of the first subject 
(1850), the right auricle presented, during an hour anda 
quarter, energetic and regular movements or pulsations, 
which, at first, recurred forty-three or forty-four times per 
minute, and continued: in spite of the removal of the 
stomach, the liver, the intestines, the diaphragm, and even 
the lungs.” (M. Duval, loc. cit., 1867, p. 524, et journal /a 
France Médicale, Aout, 1867.) 

The heart of the third subject upon which I experi- 
mented, was exposed at seven o’clock in the morning, the 
execution having taken place at forty or forty-five minutes 
past four o’clock. 

Experiments were made upon this subject in the pres 
ence and with the assistance of M. Dupré, Surgeon to 
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| Hopital de Bourg (Ain), and of two internes of that hos- 
pital, who by their skill as anatomists, rendered me great 
assistance, for which I can scarcely be sufficiently grateful. 

I have already stated that the left ventricle of the heart 
of this subject was retracted and hard; that the left auricle 
and appendage, entirely empty, were retracted; that the 
right ventricle, although containing a little frothy blood, 
formed a mass smaller in volume than the left ventricle. 
The right auricle and appendage, partly collapsed, con- 
tained, likewise, frothy blood. 

These organs were altogether motionless, without con- 
traction, even when pricked, or when the surface was lightly 
scratched with the finger, even whilst they were yet warm. 

I had already learned, by other physiological experiments, 
that the principle of the normal conditions which deter- 
mine the contraction of hollow organs with muscular walls, 
consists, to a certain degree, of a maximum repletion of 
their cavities without excessive distension of their walls, 
whatever may be the nature of the body which fills them, 
provided that it does not attack them chemically or me- 
chanically. 

After examining the condition of the heart left in position 
for some minutes, I inflated it with air, by means of a tube 
introduced into one of the brachio-cephalic venous trunks, 
whilst the vena-cava inferior was obliterated, by compression 
below the diaphragm. 

As soon as the right auricle and its appendage had be- 
come prominent, in consequence of their complete reple- 
tion, with a little less perfect repletion of the right ventri- 
cle, these organs entered spontaneously into perfect ryth 
mical contractions, to the number of sixty to sixty-four per 
minute, 


These contractions commenced at the apex of the auricle, 
at which point they were vermiform, and of which they 
determined the erection in a very marked manner. 
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The contraction of this organ was both peristaltic and 
veriform, since it was propagated to the base of the auricle. 
All the corresponding portion of the auricular appendage, 
even, and at the same time its opposite extremity (which is 
a little above the level of the coronary vein), whilst its por- 
tion situated at the level of the mouths of the venz-cave, 
was seized with a contraction which was propagated rapidly 
over the whole organ, until they met the others, near the 
attachment of the auricular appendage to the ventricle. 
Immediately upon the cessation of this contraction, toward 
the base of the ventricle, the right ventricle was seen to 
contract from the apex towards the base. 

These ventricular contractions were very weak; did not 
determine a sensible diminution of the volume of the organ, 
except when at their beginning the surface was scraped 
lightly with the back of a scalpel, and after a few systolic 
contractions, remained confined to a portion only of the 
right ventricular walls near its extremity. 

Those of the auricular appendage, on the contrary, were 
energetic, as if accompanied by an effort to expel its con- 
tents, which did not occur under the experimental condi- 
tions assumed; for these compelled us to maintain the 
obliterations of the vessels emptying into the right side of 
the heart, so that the auricular appendage only collapsed 
during each systole proportionally to the compression which 
it experienced from the air. Hence, the elasticity of the 
air was the cause of the auricular diastole. 

In spite of the precautions, at the end of eight minutes 
the auricular appendage and the ventricle were perceptibly 
emptied. The contractions of the appendage became con- 
vulsed, that is to say, interrupted, tremulous, very frequent, 
although continuing to accompiish themselves from the 
auricle towards the base of the ventricle, according to the 
order indicated above. The insufflation of an additional 
quantity of air having reduced the appendage to its origi- 
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nal state of repletion, the contractions resumed their regu- 
larity. At the end of three or four minutes the right heart 
having been emptied of a portion of its gaseous contents, 
the contractions assumed, immediately, the interrupted 
character which has already been described, and which sim- 
ulated to the eye, those which may be supposed to exist in 
certain palpitations of the heart, from the sensations expe- 


rienced. 

The regularity of the auricular systole was immediately 
restored by a new repletion of the heart. 

This experiment having been repeated several times, we 
permited all the air to escape from the right ventricle and 
auricular appendage. Immediately all contraction ceased, 
even after touching with the point of thescalpel. The ryth- 
mic pulsations recommenced with all their regularity as 
soon as the right heart was refilled anew. This experi- 
ment was repeated several times with the same result. 

These observations were prolonged for thirty minutes. 
We then directed our attention to the left heart. The 
auricular appendage distended with air did not contract 
spontaneously: it only did so under the influence of tick- 
ling with a soft point, and even then it only manifested 
fibrillary (fibrillaires) contractions, not extending over the 
entire surface. 

The wall of the left ventricle, very hard, contracted upon 
itself, not at all distended by the insufflation, gave no sign 
of contractility. 

Having, a little later, filled afresh the right heart (two 
hours and a half after the execution), we obtained no spon- 
taneous contraction of the ventricle, nor of the auricular 
appendage. The latter always contracted but feebly, and 
not in its whole extent, when the surface was lightly 
scraped. 

Several times, in the course of various experiments upon 
dogs dead of hemorrhage, and recently upon a rabbit 
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killed with this intention, by section of the neck, I have 
seen the contractions of the left heart, and also those of the 
right heart reeommence spontaneously after their repletion 
with air, even after they had ceased for some minutes. But 
in consequence of conditions which I shall presently nar- 
rate, I have never seen these contractions preserve their 
rythmical character so long as in the criminal of whom [have 
just spoken. Always, after a few regular contractions, and 
especially from the resumption of the systole, they were 
tremulous and interrupted or only extended over a portion 
of the appendage and the ventricle. 

It is difficult to know, in the presence of the preceding 
facts, and in the absence of all information about the con- 
tents of the heart, what could be the value of the observa- 
tion of Emmanuel Rousseau, related by M. Richelot, from 
the recollections of Rousseau (Guvres de Hunter), French 
translation, Paris, 1843, 8vo, t. III, p. 148, in note), accord- 
ing to which observation he has seen the heart of a woman 


pulsate twenty-four hours after execution. It was principally 
one of the auricular appendages which acted. 


The other cavities of the heart expanded and contracted 
upon themselves alternately, but their movement was more 
obscure than that of the appendage. ‘These pulsations, ” 
says the author, “ persisted for more than three hours. 

During these experiments, referred to above, it was very 
clearly seen, after the repletion of the appendages and of 
the auricles by the air, how their muscular wall is embraced 
between two serous membranes, likewise thin, but tena- 
cious : how, in places, the muscular fasciculi separated leave 
free spaces in which the two serous membranes, the endo- 
cardium and the pericardium are applied and agglutinated 
to each other. In consequence of this disposition the con- 
tents of the auricular appendage are only separated from 
the pericardiac cavity by the thickness of the transparent 
sheet resulting from the fusion of the two cardiac serous 
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membranes, which, moreover, as I have shown elsewhere, 
are, by reason of their texture, the organs to which the 
heart owes, principally, its resistance to rupture by disten- 


g100. 
(TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT NUMBER.) 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Super-Oxygenation in the Dynamics of Organic 
Life. 


BY Z. C. M’ELROY, M.D., ZANESVILLE, OHIO, 


President Muskingum County Medical Society. 


The reply of your correspondent, 8. S. Wallihan, M.D., 
Chicago, to “ Criticism and Strictures on Super-oxygena- 
tion,” must be taken as evidence that human nature has not 
materially changed in eighteen hundred years. Iconoclasts 
ad Fetich existed then, as they exist now. The animus 
of both appears to be substantialiy unchanged, as shown by 
the following bit of history: ‘ And the same time there 
arose no small stir about that way; for a certain man 
named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines 
for Diana, brought no small gain to the craftsmen, whom 
he called together with the workmen of like occupation, 
and said, Sirs, ye know by this craft we have our wealth ; 
moreover, ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but 
throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are 
made with hands, so that not only this our craft is in dan- 
ger to be set at nought, but, also, that the temple of the 
great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnifi- 
cence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world 
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worshipeth. And when they heard these sayings, they 
were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of 
the Ephesians.” (1) 

Dr. Wallihan, like the Ephesian craftsmen, seems to 
have been filled “ full of wrath by my accidental strictures 
and criticism” of his published cases, healed by super-oxy- 
genation, and consequently, both dignity and courtesy are 
absent from his reply, which may be summed up in these 
words, “ Great is super-oxygenation in the treatment of 
disease, especially when inhaled through one of ‘my 
machines.’ ” (2) 


From the whole temper and nature of his reply, Dr. W. 
evidently sees in Dr. Zeigler what he esteems to be a “ fel- 
low craftsman,” for whom he only has sweetness and light; 
but, in myself he beholds an iconoclast, upon whom he pro- 
ceeds to pour out his wrath in vulgar personal abuse. 


Experience, clinically, is the court of last resort in all 
matters therapeutical, and the decisions there rendered are 
final and conclusive. Super-oxygenation, through Dr. 
Wallihan’s “‘ machine,’ has yet to pass this ordeal, and 
what the result may be it is not difficult to predict. Appar- 
ently, it would be in favor of the utility of direct super-oxy- 
genation only in certain cases, though not to the exclusion 
of super-oxgenation by means of chlorate, or permanganate 
potassa, aqua regia, and other substances containing large 
volumes of oxygen in unstable chemical combinations, nor 
to the abandonment of the increased frequency and volume 
of oxygen introdued into the system during physical exer- 
tion in the open air of the country, and divers other thera- 
peutical measures, all having for their end an increase in 
the velocity of the organic processes of nutrition and oxida- 


(1) Acts xix : 24-28, 


(2) See adv. Drs. Wallihan & Wilford, Chicago Medical Journal, June 15, 
1869. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 443 


tion, a disarrangement of which occasions all states of the 
system included under the generic idea of disease. 

‘No doubt exists in my mind as to the gradual, not to say 
more rapid, growth in the professional mind of simpler and 
truer views of life, as well as of disease and its therapeutical 
management, than is taught in our schools, or contained in 
text-books, for they can hardly be expected to represent 
more than the average status of the professional mind of 
the age. Text-books, as a rule, follow, but do not lead in 
medical progress. This crops out in monography, journals, 
etc., etc., before being adopted in text-books, or taught in 
the schools. 

This is evidenced in many ways. Thus, the fact that the 
only impenetrable mystery of life is its forms, is the lesson 
of Prof. Huxley’s recent lecture on the physical basis of life. 
Another is the more general recognition of the fact that 
the human body is composed of ordinary elements, widely 
distributed through nature ; and its organization controlled, 
except in its forms, by the ordinary forces of inorganic 
nature. As over forms, therapeutic agents exercise no 
control whatever, they must be left out of therapeutical dis- 
cussions. And as forms are the only feature of the human 
body unaccounted for by the operations of ordinary modes 
of the physical forces, it is to these that the term vital is 
alone applicable, and as over these therapeutics, have no 
control. The vital force, or preserver of forms amidst the 
incessant molecular changes of organized life, can no longer 
embarrass therapeutical discussions. The idea of a some- 
thing in life, represented by the word vital, beyond compre- 
hension, will no longer repel investigation, or serve as a 
cover for ignorance. The human body, physiologically, is 
very aptly illustrated by a burning candle, which gives 
light and heat at the expense of its substance, by combus- 
tion, i. ¢., the carbon and hydrogen of the candle, combining 
with oxygen of the surrounding atmosphere ; the result is 
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light, heat, carbonic acid and water. So, in organic dyna- 
mics, force, in any of its forms, can only be manifested at 
the expense of the tissues of the body. The food (proto- 
plasm) is mainly, if not wholly, converted into organized 
tissues or textures, before oxidation and the production of 
force, i. ¢., heat, mechanical. motion, sensation, emotion, 
intellection and psychological phenomena. 

And once again, the meaning of the restorative system of 
medicine, is, that man is superior to his maladies; and that 
disease is something less, not something added to life. 
Finally, the recognition of the unity of the body in its 
healthy, as well as disarranged conditions in disease, is an 
indispensable requisite to the free development of physiol- 
ogy, pathology and therapeutics. 

These are pretty certain to form part of the creed of the 
coming physician, quite as certain as that coming events 
vast their shadows before them. 

In conclusion, what oxygen—free oxygen—does in the 
laboratory of organic life, cannot be mistaken. The eigh- 
teen inspirations per minute in health, and greater frequen- 
cy in disease, which are necessary to the continuation of 
life; the disturbances which instantly occur from an inter- 
ruption of the almost continuous introduction into the 
system of free oxygen at the lungs, or change in its pro- 
portion to the atmosphere, or the introduction into it of 
other gases than those nominally contained in it, and the 
narrow range of temperature of the body in health, and its 
constantly accompanying changes in diseased conditions, 
are conclusive as to what oxygen does in organic life. In- 
troduced into the system, if it does not combine with any- 
thing, it is a negation; if it combine with anything force 
will be liberated, and beyond the normal requirements ot 
the system for force, it will appear as free heat. Free oxy- 
gen, introduced at the lungs, has, so far as science has 
determined, but one mission, and that is reduction, not 
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building up, only as a secondary result of the liberation of 
force. 


a 
Rush Medical College. 
June 30, 1869. 


Epritor Cutcaao MEDICAL JOURNAL: 


The Spring course for 1869 terminated Wednesday, June 
30th. The instructors refer with pride to the character of 
the class. ‘Twenty young men were enrolled at the begin- 
ning of the term, the largest number the spring course has 
ever attained. 

The plan of instruction has given satisfaction. The Clin- 
ical advantages of the College Dispensary have been util- 
ized. Over one thousand different cases have presented 
themselves there for diagnosis and treatment during the 
year just ended. Aside from this daily practice which the 
students have seen, the eye and ear infirmary and the County 
Hospital have presented cases of as great diversity and 
interest as ever, while the limited number attending the 
Cliniques favored access to the bedside. A system of train- 
ing has been introduced, in the course of which each student 
has had assigned to him a certain number of cases whose 
history, diagnosis and treatment he was permitted to pre- 
pare and conduct under the supervision of the regular 
attendant. 

The term closed in a quiet manner. Most of the students 
have left the city preparatory to their return at the opening 
of the regular college session, the 29th of September. We 
congratulate them. These practical methods of study 
under the shield of their Alma Mater, continued into the 
long vacation, will tell at the annual examinations. 

, Com. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 
East FarrrFie.p, Outo, July 2, 1869. 
Pror. ALLEN: 


Dear Sir—The following I send you for your opinion, 
and if you think it worthy publish it in your JouRNAL: 

Was called to attend a case on Friday, June 25, 1869. 
The patient, a male about forty-five years of age, was in- 
jured in a fight by being struck on the head in the cervical 
and lumbar regions. Upon examination I found that the 
injury from which he was suffering was over the fifth and 
sixth cervical vertebre. They were thrown forward, the 
head being thrown backwards. Upon trying to bring the 
head forward to its natural position respiration would cease. 
The whole body was paralyzed; respiration very difticult 
and diaphragmatic. The patient being of full, robust habit, 
and pulse full and strong, I resorted to the use of the lancet 
and succeeded in getting about one pint of blood, after 
which the respiration became a little easier, but in other 
respects sinking. Called Dr. C. P. Chanlon in consultation ; 
gave as our diagnosis partial displacement of the fifth and 
sixth cervical vertebre. About five hours after receiving 
the injury he commenced coughing, when something 
snapped, which caused the patient to exclaim “ My God, I 
have broken my neck! ” and immediately he began moving 
his extremities and talking—his head at the same time 
coming back to its natural position. Improvement rapid. 
In three days was out of bed, walking about. 

Was our diagnosis right or wrong? Please communi- 
cate to me your opinion and that of others in regard to 
this case, as some surgeons deny a recovery after a partial 
displacement. Yours, respectfully, 
. J. M. MEtoney. 
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Medical College Fees. 


LipkRARY MepicaL DEPARTMENT UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE, 
May 27, 1869. 


At a meeting of Delegates from Medical Colleges for the purpose of con- 
sidering the question of fees, which was held this day, the following colleges 
were represented by delegates or letter, viz. : 

University of Nashville; Shelby Medical College, Nashville; Memphis 
Medical College ; St.Louis Medical College; Humboldt Medical College of St. 
Louis; Rush Medical College of Chicago; Chicago Medical College; Indiana 
Medical College of Indianapolis; Miami Medical College of Cincinnati ; 
University of Louisville. 

On motion, Dr. Bowling was elected Chairman, and Dr. Bayless Secretary 
of the meeting. After a prolonged conference, the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted : , 

Wuereas, The call for a convention of Delegates from the Medical Col- 
leges of the West, for the purpose of arranging a uniform scale of fees, sent 
by the Faculty of.the Medical Department of the University of Louisville to 
the Colleges of Nashville, Memphis, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, De- 
troit, Chicago, St. Louis, Indianrpolis and Louisville, has met with a cordial 
response in person or by letter from a majority of said Colleges, and 

Wuereas, The fact that several of said Colleges have issued their 
announcements for the ensuing sessions makes definite action at present 
impossible, and 

Wuereas, The views and opinions of the various schools as given by del- 
egates and letters differ greatly ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That it is the hope of this Convention that a universal scale of 
charges shall be adopted by all the Medical Colleges of our country, and we 
do most earnestly advise such a scale shall be agreed upon; and it is our 
belief that the glory and usefulness of our profession would be enhanced by 
the highest rate advised by the American Medical Association. 

Resolved, It is not less to be hoped that all the Medical Colleges of our 
country would fix a higher standard of preliminary and medical education 
as a pre-requisite for graduation. 

Resolved, That the Convention request all the Medical Colleges in the 
United States to send each one delegate to a meeeing to be held in Washing- 
ton, on Monday, May 2, 1870, to take efficient steps toward carrying out in 
good faith the recommendations of the American Medical Association in ref- 
erence to medical education, and also to form a permanent association of 
American medical teachers. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to all the medical 
journals in the country. Wm. K. Bowina, President. 

Gro. Bayiess, Secretary. 
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Chicago Medical Society. 


Frivay Eveninea, June 11, 1869 


Regular meeting Chicago Medical Society, President Bogue in the chair. 
Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. Proposals for member- 
spip being in order, Dr. F. Bartels was recommended by Drs. Smith and 
Paoli, which was referred to the Board of Censors. Reports of Cases and 
Pathological Specimens being in order, Dr. Gray presented a specimen of a 
section of small intestine, and part of the colon, with its contiguous perito- 
neum. The Doctor stated the premonitory symptoms were dysentery, vom- 
iting and hiccough; that the latter much aggravated the difficulty. There 
was intense abdominal pain, with but little tenderness or tympanitis of the 
bowels. Treatment, morphia and potassa nitras were given internally, and 
hot. fomentation of hops were applied over the abdomen. Inhalation of 
chloroform gave but transient relief. No food or medicine could be retained 
upon the stomach, neither did any cathartic act from the beginning. The 
patient, aged 23 years, had suffered, prior to the attack, with obstinate con- 
stipation. The probable exciting cause of his early death was from taking 
violent exercise at a gymnasium, and bathing, after, in cold walter. He lived 
from Friday until the following Monday. Autopsy revealed each convolution 
of the intestines bound, as it were, by lymph. There was three quarts of 
serous fluid in the peritoneal cavity, but there was no perforation nor fecal 
matter in them. Dr. Bogue stated he had seen cases similar, following trou- 
matic injuries, by blows upon the abdomen, rupturing the intestines and the 
escape of fecal matter. The symptoms were active peritonitis, and death 
usually followed within 48 hours. Dr. Gray asked if cold topical applica- 
tions to the abdomen might be more grateful than warm. Dr. Davis an- 
swered that while continuous cold diminishes the amount of blood in the 
capillaries of the part, and was not always so acceptable, that continuous 
warmth diminishes the susceptibility and irritability of the part, and he 
usually made them more soothing by the addition of anodynes; that either 
application should be uniform in temperature. Dr. Davis reported also a 
case of death from epilepsy in a lady. She had had paroxysms, two or three 
per week, lasting a long time. They began after her last confinement. Her 
memory became much impaired, and there was a peculiar rolling of the 
eyes; that under the use of belladonna and bromide of ammonium the par- 
oxysms so lengthened that she had but slight symptoms two or three times 
per week, with divergence of the eyes; that yesterday, while riding out, 
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she became frightened, and this morning her epileptic symptoms returned ,; 
that anticipating relief from a bath she repaired to the bath room and locked 
the door. The servant soon called her but received no answer. She was 
found dead in the bath tub. The Doctor thinks that after entering the bath 
she drowned in a paroxysm. Dr. Loverin reported a case of paraplegia in 
a young man. His eyes were divergent. The commencing cause was syph- 
ilis followed by affection of the spinal cord and ramifications of the brain ; 
that he considered the patient liable todie at any time. Dr. Parker reported 
a case of acute rheumatism ; that three days after the attack there were car- 
diac symptoms; that paroxysms of hiccoughing much aggravated the diffi- 
culty. Treatment: he gave morphia and bismuth, chloroform and ether; 
but more decided relief and cure was found in bromide of ammonium. Dr. 
Davis believed the locality of the brain affected in the cases reported was the 
optic thalami; that he had seen the eyes divergent in those cases but the 
intellect clear; that the disease might finally reach the medulla, affecting 
respiration, and apoplectic congestion, suffusion and death may supervene. 
Society adjourned. Hiram Wanzer, Secretary. 


Carroll County Medical Society. 


The Society met pursuant to call of the Secretary at the Supervisor’s 
rooms, in Mt. Carroll, at 11 o’clock, a. m., June 9, 1869. After making some 
arrangements for the good of the seciety, and exchanging views on medical 
topics, the Society adjourned until 2 o’clock, pP. m. 

Afternoon Session—Meeting called to order by the President; minutes of 
previous meeting read and approved. Dr. Thos. Winston, of Mt. Carroll, 
Illinois, and Dr. Nelson Rhinedollar, of Mt. Carroll, were then elected and 
admitted to full membership in the society. 

On motion, it was ordered that the chair appoint a committee of three to 
draft a fee bill, and report at the next regular meeting. The following named 
members were appointed to read papers at our next meeting: 

On Gun Shot Wounds—Dr. T. Winston, Foreston; on Contagious Diseases 
—Dr. D. M. Greely, Mt. Carroll; on Materia Medica—Dr. N. Rhinedollar, 
Mt. Carroll; on Medical Botany—Dr. Shimer, Mt. Carroll; on Diseases of 
the Liver—Dr. J Haller, Lanark; on Diseases of the Heart—Dr. J. B. Porter, 
Lanark. Some, who were present at this meeting, were not prepared. We 
shall be pleased to hear from them at our next. 

On motion, it was ordered that any member or others, having papers pre- 
pared, and who cannot attend in person to read them, will please send them 
to the Secretary a few days before the time of meeting. Dr. Shimer then 
announced that Prof. Robley Dunlingson, M.D., of Jefferson Medical Col. 
lege, Philadelphia, died April 1, 1869. On motion of Dr. J. B. Porter, Dr, 
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Shimer was appointed to present a biographical sketeh and eulogy on the 
name of our highly esteemed and deeply lamented brother and instructor, 
to be read at our next meeting. Dr. Greeley, of Mt. Carroll, read an essay 
on “Veratrum Viride,” which, although brief, was well written. The Doctor 
set forth some very able arguments in regard to this agent. There was quite 
an interesting discussion of this subject by Drs. Skinner, J. B. Porter, Win- 
ston and Hostetter. Some of the members then gave reports of some cases 
in their practice, and asked for the views of others. This was very inter- 
esting, and if continued as a part of the exercises of our meetings, will, no 
doubt, be of very great benefit to the members and their patrons. 

On motion of Dr. Greeley, it was decided to hold the next regular meeting 
of this society in Lanark, in the first part of September next ; the day of 
meeting to be decided by the Secretary 

On motion, it was ordered that the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished ir the county papers, and the Mepicat Journat of Chicago. 

On motion, the society adjourned. 

J. HALDER, M.D., Secretary, 

Jno. L. Hosterrer, M.D., President. 


Minnesota State Medical Society. 


Semi-Annual Meeting at Owatonna. 


The State Medical Association convened at Owatonna, at 12 M., on the 16th 
inst., with Dr. J. H. Murphy temporarily in the Chair. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. A committee of three on cre- 
dentials was appointed, when the convention adjourned until 2 Pp. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Re-assembled at the appointed time. Dr. Samuel Willey, President of the 
Society, arrived and took the chair. 

Committee on Credentials reported the names of seventeen physicians as 
duly qualified for membership, which report was accepted. 

Dr. H. H. Kimball, the essayist, appointed at the previous annua! meeting, 
being absent, his valuable paper on Rheumatism was read by Dr. W. F. 
Hutchinson. An animated discussion followed its reading, participated in 
by a large number of the members of the Society, upon points presented by 
the essay. 

EVENING SESSION. 

“ Quackery,” the subject for discussion, was, on motion, changed to “ Ty- 
phoid Fever.” After the close of the debate, a resolution was introduced 
empowering the Chair to appoint a committee of three to report on typhoid 
fever, its origin, cause and treatment, at the next annual meeting. The fol- 
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lowing gentlemen were appointed as such committee: Drs. Willigan, Rich- 
ardson and Mayo. 

It was announced that the President, Dr. Willey, offers for competition to 
members of the Society, the following prizes: $50 for the best essay on 
Epidemic and Endemic Diseases of Minnesota, and $50 for the best essay on 
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. The respective merits of the essays to be de- 
termined by a committee appointed by the President. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously adopted to the citizens of Owatonna, 
and especially Dr. Blood, for the generous hospitality extended by them to 
the members of the Society. 

The Society then adjourned to the next general meeting at St. Paul, Feb- 
ruary 2d, 1870. E. J. DAVIS, Secretary. 

Mankato, Minn., June 30, 1869. . 


Annual Meeting of the Fillmore County, Minn., 
Medical Society. 


The Society met June 7th, at the office of Dr. Redman, in Preston, and 
was called to order by the President. 

Dr. Redman moved to elect delegates to attend the State Medical Associa- 
tion, at Owatonna. Passed. Drs. R. W. Twitchell, A. H. Trow, L. Redman, 
L. Miller, and M. Donnelly were elected. 

The following resolutions were then introduced and adopted: 


_ Resolved, That the code of ethics adopted by the American Medical Asso- 
ciation shall be our guide in our professional intercourse. 

Resolved, That we will not fraternize with, nor meet in consultation, any 
one except a graduate of some regular medical college, who sustains a good 
moral character, provided this does not exclude a student reading with a 
member of this society, nor a physician who has been approbated by the 
Board of Censors of some medical society of the state of Minnesota. 

Resolved, That each member of this Society shall inform the President 
thereof, in writing, at what college he graduated, giving the date of his di- 
ploma, on or before July 10th, 1869; and should any one neglect to comply 
with the provisions of this resolution, his name shall be stricken from the 
constitution ; and, be it further 

Resolved, That no person shall hereafter become a member of this Society 
until he has complied with the above requirement, or is admitted to mem- 
bership by a vote of the Society. 

Resolved, That Dr. Redman is hereby requested to prepare a list of the 
regular graduates of the county, also a list of the irregular practitioners and 
forward the same to Dr. Hand, of St. Paul. 

Wuereas, Medical societies are organized for diffusion of knowle =ge and 
mutual benefit of the members; therefore, 

Resolved, That each member will be expected to read an essay on some 
medical subject, or report the history of some case, as occurred in his prac- 
tice, for discussion at each meeting of the Society. 
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The following officers were elected for the ensuing year. R. W. Twitch- 
ell, President; Dr. L. Redman, Vice President; Dr. A. H. Trow, Treasurer ; 
Dr. M. Donnelly, Secretary ; Drs. L. Redman, L. Miller, and — Plummer, 
Board of Censors. 

Dr. Redman moved that the Secretary forward copies of proceedings to the 
Chicago Medical Journal and the County papers for publication. Carried. 

Motion to adjourn, to meet on the second Monday of July, 1870, carried. 


EDITORIAL. 





Rush Medical College. 


The Annual Catalogue and announcement of the course 
for 1869 and 1870 will be issued soon. Correspondents 
please notice. 


Medical College Fees. 


The JourNAL has not space for its multitudinous commu- 
nications on this subject, nor the editors time for private 
reply to the numerous circulars and letters calling their 
attention to the subject, and announcing the views of col- 
leges, societies and individuals. We have abundant confi- 
dence in the business capacity of the Trustees of Rush 
Medical College, and we opine their doctrine is that “ En- 
tangling alliances should be avoided.” The interests of the 
College and the profession are identical. The idea of the 
Faculty we know is to furnish the best possible instruction, 
both didactic and clinical, irrespective of fees, whether high 
or low. It is a notable fact that the chairs of Medical Col- 
leges are filled (when jilled at all) by men who do not seek 
or occupy them from pecuniary motives. 

In cities of any considerable size, the contingent advan- 
tages of these positions often induce gentlemen to occupy 
them even at some direct pecuniary sacrifice. In small 
cities, where these contingent advantages are not presented, 
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the Faculties, unless salaried, are driven to seek direct 
emolument from advanced fees and diminished expenditure. 
Otherwise, as is too often the case, the chairs are sought 
and secured by little men whose ambition is to hold the title 
of Professor, as the only chance for notoriety. The next 
step with these men is to get into some general convention, 
and then clamor about “ the elevation of the profession.’ ’ 
They seek the power of what should be purely scientific 
associations to convert their impecunious-titles into money- 
producing realities. Thus they attempt (and not infre- 
quently succeed) to convert the scientific association into a 
trades-union, with pains and penalties. 

“Let every tub stand on its own bottom.” If every little 
city and hamlet which holds a half-dozen superfluous phy- 
sicians chooses to incorporate them into a Medical Faculty, 
let it so be done, but let the incorporate then understand 
that they must depend upon themselves for subsequent suc- 
cess, and not upon loose and flatulent resolutions adopted 
by this or that organization serenely oblivious of the 
eleventh commandment: “ Mind your own business.” We 
wish somebody would explain to us why it is that after a 
longer or shorter interval, spent by a certain class of med- 
ical men in clamoring about the imperfections of medical 
teaching, and filling all ears with their jeremiads, objurga- 
tions and twaddle, the next thing we know of them they 
start a medical college where it is less called for than the 
proverbial “fifth wheel of a wagon,” or “ the little hole for 
the kitten, where there is already a big hole for the cat.” 

No wonder the professional trades-unions-groan in spirit, 
and the apostolic “ elevators” are disquieted thereby. It 
pleases us to see that the subject is temporarily postponed, 
by general consent. May it sleep well! 


A Gratifying Appointment. 


Readers of the Journat will recollect that a year or two 
since we spoke highly of the efforts of Rev. E. O. Haven, 





454 EDITORIAL. 


D.D., LL.D., President of the University of Michigan, for 
his powerful and unanswerable argument against the intro. 
duction of a homeopathic chair into the medical depart. 
ment of that Institution. The Profession of the North- 
west owe him a debt of gratitude for warding off, for the 
time being at least, so foul a disgrace from a medical col- 
lege. We are gratified, exceedingly, in noticing that he 
has been elected President of the Northwestern University, 
at Evanston, our beautiful neighboring suburban town. 
He has resigned his position at Ann Arbor, and will soon 
enter upon the discharge of the duties of his new position. 
Although not nominally, yet in fact, Evanston constitutes a 
part of Chicago, and we may, therefore, claim him as one 
of our own citizens. He brings to his new place large 
practical experience as a teacher, great executive abilities, 
a mind profound and logical, yet brilliant and versatile. 
An accomplished scholar, writer and orator, he combines 


elegant culture and social refinement with an unassuming 
amiability of disposition, and genial manners, which can 
not fail to make him universally popular, as well as sue- 
cessful. 

We congratulate the University on securing his services, 
and cordially welcome him to his enlarged and most impor- 
tant sphere of usefulness. 


Locations. 

In common, we suppose, with our editorial confreres, we 
are in the receipt of numerous letters requesting our ad- 
vice as to “ openings for practice,” either in this city or in 
some growing and enterprising western town. In most 
instances a partnership is desired with some “ well-estab- 
lished practitioner.” 

Briefly—we know of no such chances. The only way to 
get at an “opening” is to make it. Find a place that suits, 
and, if merited, success will, sooner or later, follow. “Cold 
comfort ”’—but the best in our possession. 
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R. M. Lackey, M.D., formerly of this city, is now edit- 
ing The Medical Adviser, a double column magazine of four 
pages, 5 in. by 9 in. (including margin) each. The initial 
number only has reached us. It appears to be published 
gratuitously. Those wishing copies can address the Editor, 
P, O. box 85, Lyons, Iowa. Without explanations in sub- 
sequent numbers, we should conclude that a quite intelli- 
gent gentleman had subsided into the depths of the most 
pitiable quackery. 


Washington City and Louisville are each to have a new 
Medical Journal, and the latter city is to rejoice in the lux- 
ury of a third Medical College, which we suppose will 


attempt to develop into the Grand National College sug- 
gested at the late meeting of the American Medical Asscia- 
tion. At least a score of schools located in country towns 
and ambitious little cities are putting in their claims for 
this distinction, and our Louisville friends must “look 
alive” if they would secure the honor. The new college 
has our vote in advance. Small towns are better for philo- 
sophical retirement and scholastic pursuits, not to speak of 
the removal of students from those unspeakable tempta- 
tions that beset students in great cities like Chicago, New 
York, or Philadelphia. 


The St. Louis Medical College has not been burned up, 
or down, as the newspaper press has it. 


In those states where legislation for the protection of the 
profession has recently been indulged, we notice abundant 
crops of Eclectic, Homeopathic and Female Colleges are 
being cultivated. The “ outsiders ” are also forming socie- 
ties which, under these statutes, have the power of grant- 
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ing certificates which entitle the holders to practice medi. 
cine and surgery. We hope some professional wiseacre 
will find a practical remedy for these little practical difficul- 
ties in medical legislation. 


It is said that bodies injected with a mixture of three 
parts of glycerine and one of carbolic acid will be pre. 
served several months without giving off any offensive 
odor. 


The first number of the Journal of the Gynecological 
Society of Boston has come to hand, and well sustains the 
promise of its prospectus. Published by James Campbell, 
18 Tremont street, Boston. $8.00 a year in advance. 


The venerable and celebrated Charles D. Meigs, M.D., 
for many years professor of obstetrics in Jefferson Medi- 
cal College, and widely known for several standard works 
in his department, died suddenly at his country seat in 
Delaware county, Pa., June 22d. 


An exchange mentions as a substitute for the stethoscope, 
in emergency, a glass lamp chimney. Wouldn’t a good 
pair of ears answer better ? 


Dr. Peters prefers Spirits Nitri Dulcis to Belladonna as 
prophylactic of Scarlatina. He says belladonna is unrelia- 
ble in small doses, and dangerous in large quantities. To 
which he might have added, that it probably has no relation 
whatever to the disease. 


The Philadelphia Reporter says that saw-dust pills are 
excellent for many patients, provided they make their own 
saw-dust. 


Asiatic cholera is said to have appeared among the troops 
in Cuba. Whether this is true or not, we fervently trust 
both public and private authorities may “ put their houses 
in order,” and not neglect their out-houses, barns, streets 
and alleys. 
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Dr. Frankland states (Med. Gazette) that soft water pass- 
ing through animal charcoal drives from the latter sufficient 
phosphate of lime to destroy its property of acting upon 
lead. 

That pretty physiological toy, the sphygmograph, has been 
modified by Dr. Hawksley, so as to indiate the dynamics 
both of the respiration and the circulation. He calls his 
instrument the stetho-sphygmograph. (The utero-sphygmo- 
graph is next proposed, with a possible means of diagnosis 
not only of the activity but the sex of the embryo. Sev- 
eral crowned heads in the old world are anxiously awaiting 
the results of the experiments about to be instituted. 


A writer in the Sunday Times of this city has revived the 
stale claim of Chas. T. Jackson, of Boston, as the origina- 
tor of anzesthesia by ether for surgical purposes. The late 
very alphabetical Dr. Morton, notwithstanding his personal 
qualities however objectionable (de mortuis nil, etc.,) must, 
during all time to come, receive this great honor. Jack- 
son had little if anything more to do with it than the hun- 
dreds of medical students and others who had inhaled the 
ether “for fun” years before its practical application by 
Morton. The present writer had a contemporaneous 
knowledge of all the facts in the case, and knows whereof 
he affirms. He had seen it given by inhalation as a “ diffu- 
sible stimulant” during surgical operations times almost 
without number years before its full anesthetic effect was 
illustrated even by Morton. Poor Wells even had more 
claims in this direction than the notable Jackson, who cer- 
tainly needs some higher claims to distinction than he 
acquired by his geologic and metallurgic investigations in 
the Lake Superior regions. 


Dr. Henry M. Field, in the Gynecological Journal 
strongly commends the arseniate of iron in the constipa- 
tion attending uterine disease. Oxalate of iron is also com- 
mended. 
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Dr. Gerould (id.) recomends Bromide of Lodine as an en- 
ergetic therrpeutic agent. He uses it diluted with six parts 
of Glycerine, as a local application to the uterus; also with 
the Atomizer, for bronchial and pulmonary difficulties, 
Sometimes he combines it with crude (unrefined petroleum) 
Mecca oil. Ina case, reported, of enlarged cervix, elongated 
and os patulous, the fundus anteflexed, its walls thickened, 
and very sensitive he used this local application, and con- 
stitutionally. 

R. Pyrophosphite of Iron, \ 53s : 

Bromide of Potassium, f?””’ 
Aqua, 3 oj. M. 
A teaspoonful three times a day. 


A writer in the Philadelphia Reporter recommends “ Dr, 
Brinsmade’s Diaphoretic Powder” as an improvement upon 
Tully’s modification of Dover’s Powder, and indeed claims 
its eligibility over any other anodyne powder: 


R. Morphiz Sulph., 5) ; 
Camphor, 
Cretz Prep., 
Sacch. Alb., aa. 5xrx; 
Misceintim—Ten grains contain very nearly one-sixth of 
a grain of the Morphia. Given in a teaspoonful of cold 
water. 


A resolution was entertained by the American Medical 
Association, that any physician who dispenses his own 
medicines in a place where there is a druggist, shall be sent 
into professional Coventry, branded as irregular. Another 
one, that he who contracts with families to do their medical 
business by the year, shall be hurled into the limbo of outer 
professional darkness. It is rumored that a uniform, in 
which the horse-hair wig, gold-headed cane and spectacles 
are to be conspicuous, is under consideration; also, the 
question of equipage: as to two, three, or four-wheeled 
carriages, and as to single horses or spans, and in either 
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case Whether particolors are permissible. The New York 
physicians, it is said, are seriously exercised on the horse 
question, aside from colors, as Mr. Bergh has entered his 
protest against geldings, involving, as they do, violation of 
the statute in regard to cruelty to animals. Boston physi- 
cians are equally solicitous as to the other gender of the 
juadrupeds, since the publication in the papers by a Lowell 
physician, proving that obscure Malthusian causes are in 
operation in New England, tending to keep down, not only 
the excess, but even the present number of population. We 
expect both of these serious matters will be referred to ap- 
propriate committees at the next meeting of the national 
body. Vive la bagatelle ! 


The Philadelphia Reporter glorifies modestly on reaching 
its twenty-first volume. We congratulate our valued con- 
temporary on its success and prospects. 

Dr. Hayes reports, in the New Orleans Journal of Medicine, 
acase of persistent priapism successfully treated by Bromide 
of Potassium. He says: “The pathology of persistent 
priapism may, @ priori, be ascribed to, or consist in an ereth- 
im or morbid sensibility or irritability of the prostatic portion 
if the urethral canal. Inflammation, extravasation, effusion 
of lymph, ete., being, when they occur, merely secondary 
complications. Under our own observation this symptom 
has occurred in connection with Bright’s Disease, Spinal 
Meningitis, Cerebral Softening ; in one instance an encysted 
tumor in the brain, very often in badly treated Gonorrhea, 
chronic cystitis, rectitis—especially when involving that 
excess of mucus secretion which permits the presence of 
entozoa—and in numerous other cases of reflex action. 
Abundantly, it will be found to resist Bromide of Potassium, 
ad the only hope will be first to ascertain, “ What is the 
matter 2”? 
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A PRACTICAL MANUAL ON THE TREATMENT OF CLUB FOOT. By 
Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., Prof., ete. New York: D. Appleton & Op, 
1869. Pp. 91. 8. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago. $1.25. 

We omit the major part of Dr. Sayer’s title page, consisting of a formi. 
dable inverted pyramid of accumulated honors, to swell which, he includes 
his membership of various state, county and city societies, as, also, his off. 
cial position in one of them. Regarding the book as a means of advertising 
(albeit but little above the various advertising dodges of Quackery), this dis. 
play is consistent, and entirely in keeping with the following two sentences 
from the first paragraph of his preface : 

‘¢ Within the past month I have known of three instances where the tendo 
capchillis has been divided for talipes varus, and in each case by gentlemen of 
the highest standing in our profession. No censure is here intended, for the 
gentleman referred to but followed strictly the teachings of our standard 


authorities.” 
Lenient and forbearing author! how we admire thy goodness of heart! 


How fortunate the three ‘“‘ gentlemen of the highest standing” must deem 
themselves! One would naturally suppose that the author never found it 
necessary to divide the great tendon, but in the body of the advertisement 
he informs us that cases do occur when ‘it is absolutely essential, as a pre- 
liminary measure to all other treatment.” Rumor hath it, also, that the 
author is famous as cutter of tendons, faciz, and other things. 

Our author further informs us that: 

«« The Seat of Talipes has always, until recently, béen supposed to be at the 
ankle-joint.” 

That this is but a man of straw set up to be valiantly knocked down by 
vur advertiser, is known to any medical student who has even looked at the 
pictures in the text books. But it is entirely in keeping with the general 
run of advertisements of the baser sort, to which the little book now noticed 


is own cousin. 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS OF 
THE CHICAGO REFORM SCHOOL, to the Common Council of the City 
of Chicago, for the year ending March 31, 1869. Pp. 50. 


ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE, Willamette 
University, Salem, Oregon, Session 1869-70. Address H. CARPENTER, 
M.D., Dean. 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL, to the American Medical Association, at New 
Orleans, May, 1869. By W. K. Bowtinec, M.D. From June number of 
Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 





